Clinical use of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation in the treatment of persistent pulmonary hypertension following surgical repair of congenital diaphragmatic hernia.
The clinical use of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) in the treatment of persistent pulmonary hypertension following surgical repair of congenital diaphragmatic hernia is reported on 11 patients. The patients had a total of 13 treatments; two patients had two treatments. During the same period of clinical use, 122 patients were placed on ECMO for all causes. The indications, results, and complications of the use of ECMO for treatment following surgical repair of congenital diaphragmatic hernia are presented. The reversal of persistent pulmonary hypertension is demonstrated. All patients treated by ECMO for congenital diaphragmatic hernia have survived.